Metastatic pineocytoma of the spinal cord after long-term dormancy.
An unusual tumor in the spinal cord of a 57 year old man is reported. At the age of 42 years, the patient had had a pineal region tumor that subsequently disappeared completely after local radiation therapy only. Eleven and 15 years later, at the ages of 53 and 57 years, respectively, solitary spinal cord tumors were found and removed. Pathological examination revealed that these tumors were of neurogenic origin and showed the characteristic features of pineal parenchymal tumors such as pineocytoma and pineoblastoma. Based on the cytology of individual tumor cells and the absence of mitotic figures and necrotic foci, this patient was diagnosed as having metastatic pineocytoma of the spinal cord. This case suggests that distant, subarachnoidal metastasis to the spinal cord can occur in pineocytomas even after long-term dormancy.